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TANF Task Force

1st and 2nd Quarter 2006
Task Force Actions Taken This Quarter
The Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) program was reauthorized as part of the Deficit Reduction Act in February.  The legislation conveyed authority to HHS to clarify the activities that states could engage families in to meet their required work participation rate or face financial sanctions.  
In anticipation of the release of the regulations, the TANF Task Force sent recommendations to Secretary Leavitt on how the approved work activities could appropriately accommodate families that include a parent or a child with a disability.  The Task Force coordinated activities with partners who submitted parallel recommendations, stressing the importance of accommodating families in which the parent has a mental health or substance abuse disorder in preserving families and preventing out-of-home placements of children.  Senator Jeffords and Senator Smith, co-sponsors of the Pathways to Independence legislation that would have provided greater accommodations for people with disabilities in the TANF program, also submitted recommendations.  
The TANF Task Force and partners also met with HHS officials to express concerns over the impact of regulations on people with disabilities if appropriate accommodations are not provided. 
Task Force Agenda:

Interim final regulations were released on June 29, 2006 with a public comment period that ends August 28, 2006.  CCD is developing comments the proposed regulations and will likely prepare materials for chapters and affiliates of CCD members to use in the states as these programs are implemented.  States will be expected to follow the new regulations beginning October 1, 2006 or face financial penalties.  The regulations do not allow states to receive credit for engaging families that include a person with a disability in activities that would help them address challenges and prepare for greater self-sufficiency.  States could receive credit for providing a person with a disability with rehabilitative services, mental health or substance abuse counseling for no more than four weeks consecutively.  The regulations do not provide sufficient flexibility for parents who are caring for a child with a disability.
The TANF Task Force is currently working on comments which are due August 28.  We will be meeting again with concerned HHS officials and our fields.  We will continue to coordinate with partners in the substance abuse treatment and child welfare advocacy communities to broaden our reach.  We will reach out to those on the Hill that have expressed similar concerns.

Task Force Co-Chairs include (list the following for each co-chair):
Sharon McDonald

National Alliance to End Homelessness
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Julie Ward

The Arc and UCP Disability Policy Collaboration
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