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CCD Board of Directors Honors the Life of HIV/AIDS Activist Hydeia Broadbent

The Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD) Board of Directors honors the life of
Hydeia Broadbent, a Black HIV/AIDS activist, public speaker, and international health equity
leader. Broadbent passed away unexpectedly at a neurological rehabilitation center in Las
Vegas, Nevada on February 20, 2024.1

Broadbent was born with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), and diagnosed as HIV-
positive with advancement to the acquired immunodeficiency virus (AIDS) at age three.
Broadbent dedicated her life to advocacy, first appearing on television at age 6 to raise
awareness of HIV/AIDs despite the significant stigma. Broadbent appeared on the Oprah
Winfrey show at age 11, was featured in The New York Times and Essence, and was a popular
speaker at universities. Ebony Magazine named Broadbent one of the Most Influential 150
African Americans in 2008 and 2011. Broadbent has also been honored with an American Red
Cross Spirit Award and an Essence Award.

Broadbent’s stated mission was to, “inform and create dialogue around HIV/AIDS in our homes,
communities, educational institutions and church's. [Her] life's mission [was] met ... as a
prevention tool for those who are HIV negative to make informed decisions to stay HIV
negative, and also for those living with HIV/AIDS to find hope and inspiration to not allow HIV
or AIDS to hold them back from living their best life.”?

HIV and AIDS Remains Prevalent in the US and Impacts Women:
e In 2016 more than 1.2 million Americans 13 years and older were living with HIV.3
o There were 36,801 new HIV diagnoses in the US, including US Territories and Freely
Associated States in 2019. Of those, 19% were women.
e Most new HIV diagnoses among women were attributed to heterosexual contact.
e Black/African American women continue to be disproportionately affected by HIV (54%
of new diagnoses amongst women).*

People with HIV, both symptomatic and asymptomatic, are protected by the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. March 10" will mark the 19th annual
observance of National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NWGHAAD). For more
information on NWGHAAD refer to the Department of Health and Human Services Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH) Office of Women’s Health webpage.®
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The CCD celebrates the life and mourns the passing of Broadbent. We acknowledge her
significant contributions to HIV/AIDS advocacy, and her dedication and commitment to sharing
her story so that others might live.
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