
 
January 15, 2026  
 
 

Chairman Bill Cassidy  
422 Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510  

Ranking Member Bernie Sanders 
332 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Cassidy and Ranking Member Sanders, 

The Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD) is the largest coalition of national 
organizations working together to advance federal public policies that promote the 
self-determination, independence, empowerment, integration, and inclusion of children and 
adults with disabilities in all aspects of society. The CCD Education Task Force monitors and 
engages on federal legislation, regulations, and guidance affecting the educational rights of 
children and youth with disabilities and their families, including under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESEA), Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

At this time, the CCD Education Task Force does not support moving forward with legislation 
that would reopen or amend IDEA. Given the current climate and recent actions at the 
Department of Education that have raised serious concerns regarding enforcement, oversight, 
and civil rights protections, we believe reopening IDEA poses a substantial risk to students with 
disabilities and their families. 

In particular, the Department’s recent actions through Interagency Agreements (IAAs) to 
separate ESEA and other education and civil rights laws from IDEA and Rehabilitative Services, 
coupled with the Secretary’s stated intent to move IDEA, the Office for Civil Rights, and 
Rehabilitative Services to other agencies, demonstrate an alarming effort to further silo and 
segregate children with disabilities, their families, and educators from the very systems and 
supports necessary to ensure equitable access to education. These actions undermine 
coordinated oversight, weaken accountability, and threaten the civil rights framework that IDEA 
was designed to uphold. 

Our priority must remain protecting and fully enforcing the existing law. We appreciate your 
continued advocacy on behalf of the more than eight million children served under IDEA and 
their families. Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the CCD Education Task Force 
co-chairs listed below if you have questions or would like to discuss these issues further. 

Sincerely, 
CCD Education Task Force Co-Chairs:  
Delancy Allred, Autism Society dallred@autismsociety.org  

 



 
Robyn Linscott, The Arc of the United States linscott@thearc.org  
Stephanie Flynt McEben, National Disability Rights Network Stephanie.mceben@ndrn.org  
Lindsay Kubatzky, National Center for Learning Disabilities lkubatzky@ncld.org  
Kuna Tavalin, Council for Exceptional Children ktavalin@exceptionalchildren.org  
 
CC: other Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Members 

 


